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New energy landscapes — merely by-products of energy
transitions or innovative action arenas?

Dr. Ludger Gailing
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Landscapes have always been closely intertwined with energies. Landscapes are affected or
transformed by infrastructures of energy production, storage, transport and consumption; they are the
material by-product of human agency and its related institutions. But landscapes are not only material
phenomena, but also cognitive and aesthetic phenomena as well as action arenas of governance
arrangements. In his talk, Ludger Gailing will discuss the term “energy landscape” and will present
empirical examples of the regional governance of energy landscapes in Germany in the course of the
transition to renewable energies. Dilemmas of energy landscape governance such as the difference
between energy legislation and local governance arrangements concerning the respective landscape
will be outlined. Ludger Gailing calls into question a main assumption of governance research that the
success of regional energy transitions depends to a large extent on collaborative governance.
Alternative ways of understanding the success of energy landscape governance are discussed with
the help of three strands of the literature: debates about ‘socio-materiality’, the often neglected role of
power and key individuals.

After Dr. Gailing's talk, discussion is open to all interested colleagues - coffee will be served.

Link to registration: http://www.ufz.de/index.php?en=40615

Dr. Ludger Gailing is Deputy Head of the Research Department
“Institutional Change and Regional Public Goods” at the Leibniz Institute for
Research on Society and Space (IRS) in Erkner near Berlin. He is principal
investigator of research projects in the field of socio-scientific energy
research. His research revolves around the geographies of energy
transition, analysis of socio-materiality and governance relating to common
goods, and the institutional change in regional development. He combines
his disciplinary background in human geography and spatial planning with
related approaches in political sciences and cultural studies. Current
research foci include the German energy transition and its implications for
urban and regional energy policy, the creation of new energy spaces and the
construction and shaping of energy landscapes.

For more details, see:
http://irs-net.de/kontakt/mitarbeiter.php?id=15&sprache=de
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